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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LYNNWOOD “WOODY” MINAR EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 09/7/2018 

The National Association of Flight Instructors is 

proud to announce that NAFI member Lynnwood 

“Woody” Minar has earned accreditation as a 

NAFI Master Flight Instructor. This is Minar’s 

seventh consecutive NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation. 

After retiring from the CIA in 1998, Minar took up 

flying and received his private pilot certificate in 

July 2000 in a Cessna 172. The bug hit him hard 

and after getting his instrument rating and 

tailwheel and high performance endorsements, 

he got his CFI in 2003. Since then he has earned 

his Gold Seal CFI, CFII, Glider CFI (CFI-G), AGI and 

IGI. That was soon followed by his single engine sea and multi-engine land certificates, and in 2016 his 

multi-engine sea certificate.   

He is also a FAASTeam Lead Representative and since 2012 a designated pilot examiner (DPE) for the 

Minneapolis FSDO and has given nearly a thousand flight tests for private, commercial, and instrument 

in Ssngle engine land and sea airplanes. 

In 2009, Minar was awarded the Minneapolis FSDO CFI of the Year. In 2012 he was the Minneapolis 

FSDO and Great Lakes Region CFI of the Year and in 2013 named the Minneapolis FSDO and Great Lakes 

Region FAA Safety Team Representative of the Year. Nearing 9,000 hours, he teaches seaplane training 

for Adventure Seaplanes in Lino Lakes, Minnesota and Lake Wales, Florida. He has taught private and 

instrument ground schools for Osceola Aero and Wisconsin Indianhead Community College and given 
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safety seminars to more than 7,000 pilots throughout Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, and Florida.  He 

is a yearly presenter for the FAA and AOPA at EAA AirVenture in Oshkosh. Minar has served on the 

board of directors for 16 years and is the chief flight instructor for the Wild River Flying Club and is an 

glider instructor for the Red Wing Soaring Association at the Osceola (WI) Municipal Airport. 

Minar is also a contributing editor for Midwest Flyer Magazine writing safety, humorous, and trip-

related articles. 

He has been married to his high school sweetheart for 48 years; they have two daughters and two 

grandsons.    

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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