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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JAMES “STEVE” RUTLAND EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 9/23/2023 The National 

Association of Flight Instructors is proud to 

announce that NAFI member James “Steve” 

Rutland has earned accreditation as a NAFI 

Master Flight Instructor. This is Rutland’s 11th 

NAFI Master Accreditation. 

Rutland is a professional pilot and flight 

instructor with 50 years of aviation experience, 

beginning in 1973 at Murray, Kentucky. He 

completed his first FAA flight instructor 

certificate in 1978 in Honolulu, Hawaii. Rutland 

attended the U.S. Army flight school in 1975 and 

is a Master Army Aviator. He is also a U.S. Coast 

Guard aviator, having served as a search and 

rescue pilot stationed in Los Angeles, California. 

Rutland has 38 years of experience as a 

government civilian flight instructor for the U.S. 

Army Aviation Center of Excellence in Fort Novosel, Alabama.   

Rutland holds three airline transport pilot ratings (ASEL, AMEL, and helicopter), five FAA flight instructor 

ratings (CFI-ASEL, AMEL, helicopter, CFII airplane and helicopter), and two type ratings. At Fort Novosel, 

Rutland completed ten different military instructor pilot courses. He has flown 27 different aircraft, with 

21,000 accident-free flight hours. Rutland has almost 20,000 hours in the cockpit training flight students 

— 17,250 in flight and 2,200 in full motion simulators. He has almost 40 years in the classroom teaching 

ground school and has served as a mentor to countless military and civilian flight instructors. 
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Rutland has trained officers from the five branches of the United States armed forces. He has trained 

military flight students of every rank from warrant officer candidate to Master warrant officer five, and 

from second lieutenant to colonel. Flight instruction programs taught include primary, instrument, 

combat skills, aero scout, night vision goggles, advanced aircraft, and instructor pilot qualification in five 

different military aircraft. He has served as a UH-60 standardization instructor pilot and instrument flight 

examiner.   

Working part-time under 14 CFR Part 141 and 61 flight schools, he has trained airplane single and 

multiengine land student pilots for private, commercial, instrument, airline transport pilot, and CFI, CFII, 

and MEI certificates.   

Over his career, Rutland has earned awards including the Embry-Riddle Alumni Achievement Award, 

three-time FAA Regional Flight Instructor of the Year, Department of the Army Civilian of the Year 

Award, Department of the Army Superior Civilian Service Award for 28 years of service, Order of St. 

Michael Award for significant service to Army aviation, and the Sikorsky Helicopter Rescue Award. 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in thirty countries, are dedicated 

to increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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