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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMES MARTIN EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO, MI — 10/18/2021 The
National Association of Flight Instructors
is proud to announce that NAFI member
James Martin has earned accreditation as
a NAFI Master Flight Instructor.
Martin says he truly believes that flying is
his first passion, one that has stuck with
him all his life. When he was in
elementary school he collected and
studied every book on flight and jets he
could get his hands on. He even had a vast
collection of small metal jets. This led him
to become fascinated with the history of
aviation, and his very first science fair
project was on the science of flight; specifically studying the aerodynamics of paper airplanes.
After graduating cum laude from the University of Florida in computer science, Martin decided to move
to Hawaii where he regularly saw helicopters in the sky and the idea of piloting came back to him.
Martin decided to try an intro flight at Mauna Loa Helicopters and immediately knew he found the
career he was meant for.
After completing training, Martin moved back to Florida to begin his career as a professional pilot,
employed as a helicopter flight instructor with Palm Beach Helicopters. He now operates as an
Instructor Pilot for Amentum, training pilots for the U.S. Army at Fort Rucker.
“Flying helicopters is my passion, and is second only to my family with respect to the most important
things in my life," Martin says.

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional
standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an
ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor
accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for
two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI
Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).
Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs,
corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to
increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students
working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to
improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight
instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI
Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

