For more information contact:
John Niehaus
Director of Program Development
National Association of Flight Instructors
(269) 355-6500
jniehaus@nafinet.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JENNIFER WATSON EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO, MI — 2/08/2020
The National Association of Flight
Instructors is proud to announce that
NAFI member Jennifer Watson has
earned accreditation as a NAFI
Master Flight Instructor.
Watson began flying in August 2001
at Chandler Air Service in Arizona and
was just about to solo when 9-11
happened. She earned her Private
Certificate by December 2001 and
headed off to finish her certificates and ratings with Mesa Air’s program in New Mexico. In February
2004, at the age of 23, with an associate’s degree in aviation and 300 hours of flight time, Watson
became First Officer flying an 86-seat jet.
After four years at the airlines, when her oldest son was born, she realized it wasn’t her dream to be
away from home all the time, so she took a break from flying but missed it every day. In 2011, Watson
found a way to have both a flexible schedule and fly as much as she wanted by becoming a CFI. She said
what I “didn’t anticipate is how much I would love teaching.”
The current owner of a flight school in San Jose, originally founded by Amelia Reid in 1960, took her
under his wing, mentoring this new CFI with no real GA experience. With his support, Watson went on
to earn tailwheel, CFII, MEI, ATP, and experience teaching aerobatics. When he decided to retire in

2014, he offered to sell the school. She and her husband, who is an IA mechanic, grown the school to
three locations and half the fleet are still tailwheel. In June the school will celebrate 60 years.
As for flying goals, Watson desires to always be a student as well as teacher. In May she earned her
Commercial ASES. This month she should complete Commercial Glider, followed later this year by CFI-G.
The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional
standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an
ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor
accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for
two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI
Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).
Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs,
corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to
increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students
working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to
improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight
instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI
Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

