For more information contact:
John Niehaus
Director of Program Development
National Association of Flight Instructors
(269) 355-6500
jniehaus@nafinet.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DOMENIC LAFAUCI EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO, MI — 4/01/2019
The National Association of Flight Instructors is
proud to announce that NAFI member Domenic
LaFauci has earned accreditation as a NAFI Master
Flight

Instructor.

This

is

LaFauci’s

second

consecutive NAFI Master Instructor accreditation.
On his 20th birthday, LaFauci fulfilled a childhood
dream and took to the skies for the first time. The
seemingly innocuous discovery flight changed
everything; he was hooked. In a matter of months,
he found himself driving an over-packed Jeep
from Massachusetts to Daytona Beach, Florida;
home of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. It was there, that LaFauci would earn a Commercial Pilot
certificate, an Aircraft Dispatcher certificate and his AGI and IGI ratings.
While at ERAU, LaFauci purchased an unfinished Bede BD-5 from a local EAA Chapter. He housed it in his
living room, which was not easy to explain to his newlywed wife. However, with her help, he was able to
convince the school's legal board to take the aircraft on as an educational endeavor for the benefit of
the students. This project would eventually lead him to rub elbows with NASA Astronaut Nicole Stott, as
well as some of the top mechanics in the country. He used this project as a way to get students involved
with airplane design. Students from the pilot, aerospace engineering and mechanics disciplines all
participated in building the BD-5.

Post-graduation, LaFauci instructed for Bridgewater State University's Part 141 Aviation Science
Program. He worked his way up to the position of Staff Assistant for Records and Compliance. LaFauci
managed the university's aviation outreach programs and hosted BSU flight program annual open
house, career expo, and FAASTeam safety events. LaFauci also served as advisor of the Bridgewater
State University Aviation Flight Team and lead the team into the NIFA Safecon 2018 National
Competition.
During this time, LaFauci earned his Instrument and Multi-engine Instructor certificates and worked
part-time at East Coast Aero Club, where he says he satisfies his passion for vintage tailwheel, multiengine, and high-performance airplane instruction.
LaFauci is pursuing a masters degree in education and is scheduled to graduate in May of 2019. He
recently begun working with Wiggins Airways as a PIC on the Beechcraft BE-99, and continues to
educate others through his website www.TheCFIGuy.com. He says he hopes to someday teach out of
turbine-driven aerobatic aircraft.
The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional
standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an
ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor
accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for
two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI
Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).
Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs,
corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to
increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students
working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to
improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight
instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI
Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

