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Originally from Hillsdale Michigan,
Benjamin Hastings started in aviation
at an early age. His father, an aviation
enthusiast,

was

instrumental

in

encouraging him to achieve his dream of flight. From the age of three, Hastings knew that he wanted to
fly airplanes and has focused on that goal ever since. In November 2005, Hastings started taking flight
lessons at his local airport in Hillsdale Michigan. "I was fortunate to have the support of my parents and
my high school." Hastings stated. "I was even able to earn high school credit while in the air." He
continued his flight training and earned his Private Pilot License before graduating high school.
In the fall of 2008, Hastings enrolled at Western Michigan University's College of Aviation. As an aviation
administration major, he learned the fundamentals of aviation business while continuing to earn
additional licenses and ratings. It was during this time that Hastings was able to participate on the
Precision Flight Team. As a competing member, he traveled around the Midwest and worked closely
with his teammates to capture a seventh and fourth place finish at the national flight competition.
During the 2012 national competition, he earned the Top Scoring Contestant award and placed second
for the Top Pilot Award. To Hastings however, the real achievement was being able to fly with 15 of his
closest friends.

While attending college, Hastings worked closely with his flight instructor to achieve his own flight
instructor certificate. In August of 2010, he completed his practical test and earned the privilege to
teach the art of flying. During the spring of 2012, he was promoted to Chief Flight Instructor and
continues to enjoy working closely with his staff and students.
Hastings is a Certified Flight Instructor (CFII, MEI) and holds a Commercial Pilot Certificate. He currently
resides in Wauseon Ohio and is employed by Stewart Aviation Services, Inc. as Chief Flight Instructor.
The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited
master flight instructor program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by
aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional standards and peer review. The
accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an ongoing
commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master
Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate.
Applicants must have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In
addition candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories
(Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).
The National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI) purpose is to establish and promote a high level
of professionalism among aviation educators and to provide recognition for their contributions to aviation
safety, education and training. NAFI members teach in 17 countries in flight schools, universities, FBO’s,
corporate flight departments, the military and as independent flight instructors. Founded in 1967 NAFI
works with industry and government to help shape the direction of flight training and to serve as a voice
for flight instruction. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI Master Instructor program call 866-8066156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

