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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DALE WILSON EARNS NAFI MASTER GROUND INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO, MI 12/17/2015 The National Association of
Flight Instructors is proud to announce that NAFI member Dale
Wilson has earned accreditation as a NAFI Master Ground
Instructor. This is Wilson's second NAFI Master Ground
Instructor accreditation; he is a seven-time consecutive NAFI
Master Flight Instructor
Wilson teaches courses in flight crew physiology and
psychology, threat and error management, aviation safety
management, and aviation weather as a professor in the
Aviation Department at Central Washington University in
Ellensburg, Washington. For the past nine years he has also
taught private pilot ground school in the department’s Part 141 flight training program. A pilot for more
than 35 years, he has logged several thousand hours in single- and multi-engine airplanes in the United
States and Canada. He holds, or has held, pilot certifications including: ATP, CFI, AGI and IGI from the
Federal Aviation Administration and ATPL and Class I Flight Instructor from Transport Canada.
Wilson has devoted his professional life to studying why pilots make the mistakes they do. In his efforts
to better understand human performance factors such as perception, attention, memory and decisionmaking, he completed a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Trinity Western University in British
Columbia (1994) and a Master’s degree in Aviation Safety at the University of Central Missouri (1996).
He has written extensively in scholarly journals and professional magazines, including NAFI Mentor on
such human factors issues as the visual limitations of detecting other aircraft and flying at night,
cognitive biases in pilot decision-making, and VFR flight into instrument meteorological conditions
(IMC). Managing Risk: Best Practices for Pilots, a recent book co-authored by Wilson and published by

Aviation Supplies and Academics, describes many of the significant threats to safe flight operations,
offers insights into how and why pilots make errors that exacerbate them, and provides best-practice
countermeasures needed to successfully manage them.
The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited master flight instructor
program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of
advanced professional standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight
who demonstrate an ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI
Master Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must
have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition candidates must meet and document
activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional
Activity).
The National Association of Flight Instructors' (NAFI) purpose is to establish and promote a high level of professionalism among
aviation educators and to provide recognition for their contributions to aviation safety, education and training. NAFI members
teach in 17 countries in flight schools, universities, FBOs, corporate flight departments, the military and as independent flight
instructors. Founded in 1967, NAFI works with industry and government to help shape the direction of flight training and to
serve as a voice for flight instruction. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156
or visit www.NAFINet.org.

