For more information contact:
John Niehaus
Director of Program Development
National Association of Flight Instructors
(269) 355-6500
jniehaus@nafinet.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMELLE 'JAMIE' POPPE EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO,

MI.

11/13/2014

The

National

Association

of

Flight

Instructors

is

proud

to

announce that NAFI member
Jamelle “Jamie” Poppe has
earned

accreditation

as

a

NAFI Master Flight Instructor.
Jamie Poppe was born in
West Lafayette, Indiana while
her parents attended Purdue
University.

Her

father

graduated when she was 6
months old, and the family moved away from Indiana. When Poppe was 18 years old, she fell in love with
flying and returned to West Lafayette to attend Purdue University, where she received a Bachelor of
Science in Aviation Technology and a Master of Science in Education.
Poppe is now the chief flight instructor at the Purdue College of Technology. She has been flying for 23
years and has accumulated over 8,800 hours and given approximately 7,500 hours of dual instruction.
She has a gold seal CFI certificate with single, multiengine, and instrument airplane ratings. She has
been training and mentoring new flight instructors for over 18 years and specializes in initial CFI training.
In addition to instructing, Poppe has flown corporate transportation in a Beechjet 400 and a Phenom 100.
She holds a flight engineer certificate in a B-727.
Jamie is also judge for the International Aerobatic Club (IAC) and emphasizes spin and upset recovery
training. She has several hundred hours teaching basic aerobatics in an American Champion Decathlon
and a DeHavilland Chipmunk. Poppe’s son Kevin is 12-years-old and often volunteers at IAC contests.
He hopes to major in aeronautical engineering at Purdue.

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited master
flight instructor program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by aviation educators
based upon a system of advanced professional standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly
recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and
service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to
renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours
of flight instruction. In addition candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories
(Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).
The National Association of Flight Instructors' (NAFI) purpose is to establish and promote a high level of
professionalism among aviation educators and to provide recognition for their contributions to aviation safety,
education and training. NAFI members teach in 17 countries in flight schools, universities, FBOs, corporate flight
departments, the military and as independent flight instructors. Founded in 1967, NAFI works with industry and
government to help shape the direction of flight training and to serve as a voice for flight instruction. For more
information about NAFI or the NAFI Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

