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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JAMES “STEVE” RUTLAND EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO, MI — 01/20/2017 The National
Association of Flight Instructors is proud to
announce that NAFI member James “Steve” Rutland
has earned accreditation as a NAFI Master Flight
Instructor. This is Rutland’s ninth consecutive NAFI
Master Instructor accreditation.
Rutland is a professional pilot and flight instructor
with 43 years of aviation experience beginning in
1973 in Murray, Kentucky. He completed his first
FAA flight instructor certificate in 1978 in Honolulu,
Hawaii. He attended U.S. Army flight training in
1975 and is a Master Army Aviator. He is also a U.S.
Coast Guard Aviator, having served as a search and
rescue pilot for the Guard. Rutland has 35 years
experience as a government civilian flight instructor for the U.S. Army Aviation School of Excellence, Fort
Rucker, Alabama. He holds three Airline Transport Pilot ratings (ASEL, AMEL, Helicopter), five FAA flight
instructor ratings (CFI -ASEL, AMEL, Helicopter, CFII - Airplane and Helicopter), two type ratings, and is a
graduate of 10 different military instructor pilot courses. He has flown a wide variety of aircraft with 19,
500 flight hours and 16,000 flight hours of dual instruction given in aircraft, and thousands more hours
of dual instruction given in flight simulators. While working part-time with Title 14 CFR 141 and 61 flight
schools he has trained airplane single and multiengine land student pilots for the Private, Commercial,
Instrument, Airline Transport Pilot, and Flight Instructor certificates. He is a Gold Seal flight instructor

and FAASTeam representative for the Birmingham FSDO. He was selected for the FAA Flight Instructor
of the Year for Alabama and NW Florida in 2001, 2002, and 2014.
As a civilian flight instructor at Ft Rucker, he has trained military officers from every branch of the U.S.
armed forces and every rank from Warrant officer candidate to colonel. At the Army Aviation School he
has provided ground and flight training in a broad range of different programs of flight instruction
including; primary, instruments, combat skills, aero scout, night vision goggles, advanced aircraft
qualification, and the UH60 Instructor Pilot Course.

He has served as an UH60 Standardization

Instructor Pilot/Instrument Flight Examiner to provide continuity and mentor newly assigned instructor
pilots. He was selected as the Department of the Army Civilian of the Year by the Aviation Center
Chapter of the Army Aviation Association of America, and revived the Superior Civilian Service Award
from the Department of the Army.
Rutland has been employed by the Safety Research Corporation of America to edit the FAA Airplane
Flying Handbook and has taught as an adjunct instructor for Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. He
completed his master’s degree from Embry Riddle in aeronautical science in 1988. In 2014 he was
selected for the Alumni Achievement Award from Embry Riddle for an individual who has demonstrated
an exceptional commitment to the aviation and aerospace industry through their personal and
professional success.
The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited master flight instructor
program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of
advanced professional standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight
who demonstrate an ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI
Master Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must
have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition candidates must meet and document
activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional
Activity).
Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs,
corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to
increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students
working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to
improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight
instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI
Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

